
84TH CONGRESS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES .1 REPORT
2d Session j No. 2355

AUTHORIZING THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY TO

CONVEY PROPERTY TO THE COUNTY OF PIERCE, STATE

OF WASHINGTON

JUNE 13, 1956.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the State
of the Union and ordered to be printed

Mr. BONNER, from the Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries,

submitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany H. R. 10184]

The Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries, to whom was

referred the bill (H. R. 10184) to authorize the Secretary of the

Treasury to convey property to the county of Pierce, State of Wash-

ington, having considered the same, report favorably thereon with

amendments and recommend that the bill do pass.
The amendments are as follows:
Page 2, line 4, delete the word "sixteenth" and in lieu thereof insert

the word "one-sixteenth".
Page 2, after line 22, add the following new section:

SEC. 3. The conveyance shall contain the express con-

ditions that the Brown's Point Improvement Club shall move

and reestablish the fence on the relocated south line of the

said Coast Guard Reservation, and shall provide an access

gate, and provide and maintain a suitable access road there-

from through that portion of the strip of land conveyed, and

property owned by said club, in order to provide access from

the Government property to Tonawanda Avenue, Brown's

Point, and upon failure to do so, title in that portion of the

strip of land conveyed shall revert to the United States.

This bill would authorize and direct the Secretary of the Treasury t
o

transfer by quitclaim deed to the county of Pierce, State of Washin
g-

ton, for public use through the Brown's Point Improvement Club, a

105-foot strip of land at the southern end of the Brown's Point 
Coast

Guard Light Station Reservation in Pierce County, Wash. T
he land

sought to be conveyed, about three-fourths of an acre, is not r
equired
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by the Coast Guard. The transfer would not interfere with opera-
tions at the Coast Guard Station.
The Brown's Point Improvement Club is a nonprofit community

organization having as its purpose the promotion and development of
the area, and the provision of social and recreational activities for
residents at Brown's Point, particularly children. The club now
occupies an area just south of the land sought to be conveyed. This
land is desired by the club incident to expansion of its activities.
The amendments adopted by your committee were recommended

by the Treasury Department to correct an error in the description of
the property and to provide the requirement that the club shall move
and reestablish an existing fence, and provide an access gate and an
access road in order to provide access from the Government property
to Tonawanda Avenue, Brown's Point. This amendment provides
that upon failure to take these steps, title in that portion of the strip
of land conveyed shall revert to the United States.
The departmental reports are as follows:

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
Washington, April 16, 1956.

Hon. HERBERT C. BONNER,
Chairman, Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries,

House of Representatives, Washington, D. C.
MY DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Reference is made to the request of

your committee for the views of the Treasury Department on H. R.
10184, to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to convey property
to the county of Pierce, State of Washington.
The bill would authorize and direct the Secretary of the Treasury

to transfer by quitclaim deed to the county of Pierce, State of Wash-
ington, for public use through the Brown's Point Improvement Club
a 105-foot strip of land at the southern end of the Brown's Point
Coast Guard Light Station Reservation in Pierce County, Wash.
The Brown's Point Improvement Club is a nonprofit community

organization having as its purpose the promotion and development of
the area and the provision of social and recreational activities for
residents of Brown's Point, particularly children. The club now
occupies an area just south of the land sought to be conveyed. The
latter is desired by the club incident to the expansion of its activities.
The land sought to be conveyed is excess to the needs of the Coast
Guard.

It is recommended that the word "sixteenth" in line 4, page 2 of the
bill be changed to "one-sixteenth". It is further recommended that
the bill be amended by the inclusion of a provision substantially as
follows: "The conveyance shall contain the express conditions that the
Brown's Point Improvement Club shall move and reestablish the
fence on the relocated south line of the said Coast Guard reservation,
and shall provide an access gate, and provide and maintain a suitable
access road therefrom through that portion of the strip of land con-
veyed, and property owned by said club, in order to provide access
from the Government property to Tonawanda Avenue, Brown's
Point, and upon failure to do so title in that portion of the strip of
land conveyed shall revert to the United States."
The Treasury Department has no objection to the enactment of

H. R. 10184 with the amendments proposed.
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The Department has been advised by the Bureau of the Budget
that there was no objection to the submission of an identical report
on S. 3457, an identical bill.

Very truly yours,
DAVID W. KENDALL,

Acting Secretary of the Treasury.

Re H. R. 10184.
Hon. HERBERT C. BONNER,

Chairman, Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries,
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Further reference is made to your letter of
March 28 requesting the views of this agency on H. R. 10184 which
would authorize and direct the Secretary of the Treasury to convey
to the County of Pierce, Wash., without consideration, a tract of
land for public use through the Brown's Point Improvement Club,
a nonprofit organization, upon condition that if the property ceases
to be used for public purposes title thereto shall revert to the United
States.
The subject property consists of a strip of land 50 feet in width and

400 feet in length comprising a portion of the Brown's Point Coast
Guard Light Station Reservation. The reservation covers an area
of 7.21 acres, of which 4.7 acres were acquired by the Government by

purchase, and 2.51 acres of tideland acquired by grant from the State

of Washington.
The Secretary of the Treasury was heretofore authorized and direc-

ted by the terms of Public Law 890, 81st Congress, approved December

27, 1950, to convey to the County of Pierce, without consideration, for

public use through Brown's Point Improvement Club a similar strip

of land 50 feet in width by 400 feet in length. This agency was not

requested to report on that legislation.
Under the Federal Property and Administrative Services Act of

1949, the disposition of surplus property, with certain exceptions such

as disposals for public health, educational, park and recreational pur-

poses shall be made by competitive bids to the highest bidder, even

though one of the applicants for the property is a local governmental

entity. It should be noted that a disposal in which the future use of

property is limited only generally to "public purposes" is not one of

the exceptions provided for in the act.
From time to time special legislation has been enacted to effect a

departure from that general rule because of the equities in a particular

case. So far as this agency has been informed there are no equities

in favor of the county of Pierce whi3h would justify a departure from

such rule in this case.
According to informal advice received from the United States Coast

Guard Service, if this bill were enacted the county would use the

property through the Brown's Point Improvement Club in the promo-

tion and development of a public social and recreational area.

In that connection it is pointed out that authority is presently con-

tained in the Federal Property and Administrative Services Act of

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION,
Washington, D. C., June 8, 1956.
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1949 in conjunction with the Surplus Property Act of 1944 for the
transfer of property to States and local governments and instrumentali-
ties thereof upon payment of 50 percent of the fair value of the
property, appraised for its highest and best use. That legislation
also requires that the transferee be obligated to use and maintain the
property for the purposes for which it was transferred for 20 years
upon penalty of reversion of title in case of failure so to do, and that
the Secretary of the Interior shall be responsible for enforcement of
compliance with the conditions of the transfer.

Since there appear to be no special equities which would justify a
conveyance of the property to the county without consideration and
with only a general limitation restricting the use to "public purposes,"
and since the county could in any event acquire the property for public
park and recreational purposes under existing general law, this agency
would not favor enactment of H. R. 10184.
The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to

the submission of this report to your committee.
Sincerely yours,

FRANKLIN G. FLOETE, Administrator.

There are no changes in existing law.

0


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-01-04T08:45:25-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




